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Mr.  Cha.iraan,  Lo-dies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  subrait  my  ijinual  Report  upon 
the  vo'’dc  of  the  Publd.c  Hcol'ch  Department  for  the  year  1946,  'wiiich 
ia  oubmitLed  under  Article  17  sub-section '5  of  the  Sanitary  Officers 
(Outside  London)  liegulations,  1935;  and  Circular  13/47  of  the 
Ministry  of  Health. 

The  Report  deals  generally  v/ith  ma.ttors  affecting 
the  healrh  of  the  population  and  contains  no  special  comments  in- 
serted upon  the  instructions  of  the  Council. 

The  figures  included  in  the  Report  refer  only  to  the 
civilian  population  and  I am  pleased  to  inform  you  that  the  health 
of  the  inhabitants  was  good  throughout  the  year.  The  incidence  of 
notifiable  disease  was  low. 

I ta.ke  this  opportunity  of  placing  on  record  iry 
appreciation  of  the  supjport  which  the  Council  has  given  me  in  the 
discharge  of  my  duties  during  the  yea.r. 

illso  I wish  to  a.cknowledgo  the  assistance  given  me  in 
the  preparation  of  this  report  and  throughout  the  yean  by  ny  colleagues, 
Ivir,  P.  Graze,  Clerk  to  the  Council,  Miss  Sayce,  Financial  Officer  and 
Mr,  D.J.  Francis,  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Surveyor. 

I am,  ¥ir.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentleman, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


/'! 


io'ea  I'fedical  Officer  of  Health. 


September,  1 947' 
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SUCTION  A.  GT..TI3TIGS  SOCIAL  CONPITIOI'IS  CF  TE:] 


Thc  District  is  p.lraost  entirely  agricultural  in  character. 
There  is  nuch  fine  scenery  especially  in  the  vrcst  v/'here  the  Black  Liom- 
tains  forn  an  impressive  Boundary  c,uid  a fertile  field  for  the  na.turalist 
and  the  landscape  painter.  The  arec.  hc^  iorcservod  its  origina.1  charm 
and  Beauty,  But  appears  to  Bo  loss  v;ell  knov/n  than  other  parts  of  the 
County  for  the  influx  of  summer  visitors  is  not  excessive. 


i'jToa  ( in  a.cres ) ...  ... 

NumBcr  of  Inhabited  Houses  on  31. ’12.46  

ife.tea-Ble  Value  

Sum  Represented  By  a Penny  Rate  ...  

Registrar  General 's  2stir.i.ated  Resident  Pcpula.tion  ... 

Itctract  from  Vita.l  Sta.tistics  of  the  Yes.r:  - 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  resident  population 

StillB laths  Rate  per  1,000  Total  Births  (Live  d Still) 


...  86, 043 
2,146 
...  £23,476 
...  £113 

...  IMA 


21.6 

18.3 


Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  resident  poi^ulation  (crude)  . 12.1 


Dea.ths  from  due  rp  or a.l  G a.us  e s : - 

Ra.tc  per  1,000 


Dearths . 

Tota.l  Births 

Hcaxlin;"  No.  29  ... 

Puerx)eral  3ex)sis 

NIL 

NIL. 

Heading  No.  30 

Other  ipcrpera.1 
Caxises 

NIL 

NIL. 

Dea.thI4Lte  of  Infants  under  One  Year  of  dge:  - 

411  Infants  per  1,000  Live  Births  

Logitdjnate  Intents  per  1,000  Legitteiate  Live  Births  . 
Illegitimate  Intents  per  1,000  Illegitimate  Live  Births 


31.1 

28.0 

55.6 


Populate^:  - 


The  Registre.r  Genera.l's  Bstlnate  of  the  Resident 
population  is  7? 441  \’diich  shov;s  little  variation  mth  the  f;igures  of 
recent  years.  The  estiraated  average  number  of  persons  per  inha’bited 
house  3.5.  The  avere.ge  number  of  inhabited  houses  r)er  acre  is  0.025 
Tnd  the  ostlnatcd  average  number  of  persons  per  acre  is  0.087. 

The  natural  increase  of  the  populo.tion  i.  e.  tl:o  excess  of  births  over 
dcatlis  for  the  year  i/as  71 . 

Births  •’  ~ 


4 total  of  161  live  Birth  (88  males  and  73  females) 
v.-ere  registered,  giving  a birth  rate  of  21 . 6 per  thousand  of  the 
ostiroated  resident  x^opulation,  compared  with  18.1  for  England  and  Bales. 
The  number  of  illegitima.te  live  births  was  18  (8  males  and  10  females) 
v/hich  is  ll.^j  of  the  toto.l  live  birtlis. 

Stillb  inths ; - 

There  wore  3 still  births  registered,  which  gives  a 
fate  of  0.4  per  thousend  of  the  estimated  resident  g)Opula.tion. 

Deatlis : - 


The  actual  number  of  deaths  recorded  as  having  occurred 
within  the  Rura.1  District  is  90,  after  deduction  of  deaths  of  non- 
residents and  the  axldition  of  deaths  of  residents  which  occurred  out- 


side  the  District.  This  gives  a crude  death  rate  of  12.1  per  thousand 
of  the  estimated  resident  population. 

A table  of  Causes  of  Death  according  to  sex  is  given 
at  tlie  end  of  this  Report. 


lnro.n  j'^iortal  ity : 

There  were  five  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age, 

... oi-.-  .3.1.  i,h':i,!e  .ri,.lated,  to  fonalo  ch:..ldren.  Of  the  total  number  only  one 
rela-ced.  to  female  child  born  out  of  T/ed.l-oclc,  Tlio  infantile  mortality  rate 
for  all  injdants  is  31.I  per  thousand  Live  bii-ths. 

Cancer  Deata.s! 

There  were  1b  deaths  ( 7 male  and  8 female) 

attributed  to  cancer,  giving  a death  rate  of  2*0  per  1,000  of  the 
estimated  resident  jjorjulation. 

Diarrhoea  under  IV/o  Years: 

There  v/ere  no  deaths  attributed  to  this  cause 
in  children  under  two  years  of  ago. 


SECTION  B.  CrSHERAD  PROVISION  OF  IISALTH  SERVICES  FOR  Tffii  AREA: 


Laboratory  Facilities; 

Facilities  for  clinical  and  Sanitary  laboratory  in- 
vestigations are  provided  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  of  the  Medical 
Research  Council  at  the  County  Offices,  Hereford,  tinder  the  direction  of 
Dr,  R.  Ewart  Jones,  This  is  of  great  value  to  the  Department  in  the  in- 
vestigation of  many  matters  affecting  the  Public  Health, 

The  following  table  shov^rs  the  number  of  examinations 
carried  out  by  the  Laboratory  at  the  request  of  your  Department :- 

Specimens  It{:amined. 


jS^/7*abs  ...  .00  ...  ...  ...  ,,,  27 

Sputum , » « , • • • • • 8 

Blood  ,,.  ,.*  ,.,  ,«,  8 

Faeces  ,,,  ,»»  ,.»  ,.,  ,.,  ,»»  1 

Butter  ,,,  ,,,  ...  ,,,  1 

Water  - Bacteriological  Examination  , . « ...  5 

T/ater  - Chemichal  Examination  . . , ...  ...  4 


Hospitals : 

The  needs  of  the  population  are  met  by  the  Hospitals 
in  the  City  of  Hereford.  Accemmodation  for  cases  of  infectious  disease 
is  provided  by  the  Council  at  tho  Strotton  Sugwas  Hospital  of  the  Hereford 
Rural  District  Council. 

Ambulance : 

The  ambulances  of  the  various  organisations  in  the  City 
of  Hereford  are  used  to  meet  the  requirements  of  tho  inhabitants  of  the 
District.  Transport  of  cases  of  ingectious  disease  is  provided  by  the 
Council  with  the  Hereford  Rural  District  Council’s  ambulance  stationed  at 
the  Stretton  Sugwas  Hospital. 

SECTION  C.  SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA: 


WcXivcr  • 

■'  The  v/ater  supplies  of  the  District  are  provided  by  a 

series  of  srriall  piped  supplies  and  to  a large  extent  by  individual  private 
shallow  vralls.  Tho  Local  A.uthority  has  provided  water  schemes  in  the 
parishes  of  Longtown,  Clifford  and  Dorstone.  In  addition,  there  are  a 
few  sma.ll  private  piped  supplies,  those  utilise  small  springs.  Many 
dwellings  are  provided  v/ith  individual  vrolls.  !3iiere  are  also  a few  public 
v/olls. 

Tho  piped  schemes  in  the  parishes  of  Clifford,  Dorstone 
and  Longt ovm,  utilise  springs  arising  upon  high  ground  and  feed  the 


systonis  by  npravitc/bion.  No  purification  plojit  is  nocossary  at  any  of 
these  schemes,  each  of  v/hich  su^oplies  o.  portion  of  the  parish. 


Tiie  follov/ing  table  gives  the  number  of  dv/elling  houses 

supplied:  - 


Ps-Tish  Number  of  Doraestic  Supplies, 


Clifford  92 

Dors  tone  41 

Longtovm  57 


The  vira.ter  of  the  Clifford  scheme  is  somev/hat  peaty  but 
none  of  the  Vv'aters  used  for  domestic  supply  Tdthin  the  e.rea  appear  to 
hs-ve  any  appreciable  effect  upon  metals,  <?.nd  water  mains  are  usually  of 
gs.lvcjiised  iron.  There  is  one  stand  pipe  in  use  on  the  Clifford  scheme. 

In  addition  to  these  piped  schemes  provided  by  the  Local 
Authority  there  are  a number  of  other  small  piped  schemes  owned  by 
private  ov/ners,  A list  of  the  more  inportant  of  those  vias  given  in  the 
ilnnual  Report  for  the  year  1938» 

There  sore  numerous  private  wells  of  the  shallow  t3^e 
suppl;’ing  one  or  two  ijroporties  with  a.  fair  amount  of  success,  although 
a number  of  these  fail  during  the  dry  suniner  montlis  almost  every  year. 

During  the  year  the  Council  gs.ve  consideration  to  the 
purchase  jointly, vdth  tVie  Hereford  Rural  District  Council,  the  water 
scheme  installed  at  the  Madloy  R.A.  P.  station  during  wartim.e.  This 
scheme  as  it  exists  today,  is  of  little  value  to  the  resident  popula.tion 
and  it  Y/ould  require  modification  and  further  dovelopcment  to  be  of  use 
to  the  two  Local  Authorities  concerned.  The  purchase  price  is  therefore, 
a iTiatter  of  some  importance  and  if  this  is  not  unreasonable  the  scheme 
could  be  developed  to  serve  a significant  nuimbcr  of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  District,  for  the  Madloy  and  Kings tone  areas  are  badly  in  need  of  a 
pi]pcd  v/a.ter  supply.  These  particular  areas  appear  likely  to  develope  in 
the  future. 

No  new  sources  of  public  water  supply  were  made  and  there 
were  no  extensions  of  existing  v/ater  mains  carried  out.  Certain  measures 
were  taken  in  connection  with  the  Clifford  wa.tcr  scheme  to  augment  the 
waAcr  ava.ilable.  This  consisted  of  trapping  eight  additional  springs  and 
the  installation  of  an  additional  storage  tank.  Unfortunately  it  wro.s  not 
possible  to  coiaplete  the  tank  instcallation  during  the  year. 

Owing  to  the  very  large  number  of  water  supplies 
in  use  throughout  the  Rural  District,  it  is  very  difficult  to  exercise 
control  of  the  qua.lity  of  the  wader  consumed  for  pota.ble  and  other 
purposes.  All  of  the  piped  supplies  provided  by  the  Local  Authority 
r;.upply  w'adcr  of  a.  good  potadle  quality,  Tbie  small  piped  schemes  in  the 
hands  of  p'riva.te  ormers  are  generally  spealcing  of  reasonable  potable 
ouaiily.  • The  quality  of  the  water  yielded  by  the  numbrous  individual 
wells  and  springs  is'  cf  variable  .quality. 

Dra.ina.ge  and  SeY/era.ge: 

There  are  no  loublic  sevrers  in  the  District  but  the  Air 
Ministry  ha.E  provided  priva.te  sewers  and  disposal  vrorks  in  connection 
with  the  Aerodrome  at  Madley. 

For  some  time  there  ha.s  been  difficulty  in  connection 
with  the  dra.ina.ge  from  the  dwelling  houses  erected  by  the  Council  at 
Sv;yas  HaJrold  and  at  Petcrchurch,  and  the  work  of  installation  of  a 
sound  scheme  of  treatment  for  these  dwellings  was  carried  a stage  Airthcr 
T/ork  being  commenced  at  the  former  site  before  the  end  of  the  year. 

Thirty-five  new  drains  were  tested  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspector  and  approved  as  being  soundly  constructed  in  accordance  with 
the  Council's  byelaws.  Twenty  of  the  drains  vraro  in  connection  with  the 
drainage  of  dwelling  houses  and  the  remaining  fifteen  received  the 


drainage  of  other  jprenisea.  In  addition  eleven  existing  drains  v/erc 
found  to  be  defective  and  reconstruo.tion  or  repair  v/ao  secured. 

Hi  vers  a.nd  Gtroaias: 


'Ihe  River  Honnow  rises  above  CrassT/a.11  and  follows 
roughljr  a southwesterly  course  in  the  western  part  of  the  District. 

It  passes  Llanveynoc,  Longtown,  and  near  VfaJterstone  turns  ea,stwa.rd 
to  Homaouth  Caj)  v/herc  it  is  .joined  by  its  tributory  the  River  Dore, 
and  it  then  pursues  a soraewhat  winding,  course  o.s  far  as  Kentchurch 
before  leaving  the  boundary  of  the  Rural  District.  The  course  of  th 
river  within  the  District  measures  several  miles. 

The  Eskley  Brook  has  its  source  above  Michaelchurch  and 
flows  in  a direction  parallel  to  the  uxaper  course  of  the  Monnow  iThich 
it  joins  belo-w  Longtovm,  Still  further  to  the  oast,  the  sme.ll  Dulas 
Brook  f‘ol].ows  a similon  course  and  joins  the  River  Dore  at  Pontrilas. 

The  River  Dore  origiiiatos  cbove  Peterchurch,  runs  a somewhat  sir.u.le.r 
co.urso  and  .after  receiving  the  Dulas  Brook  joins  the  Monnov/  in  the 
vicinity  of  Kentchurch. 

The  River  ?/yo  skirts  the  northern  boundary  of  the  Rural 
District  on  it  flov/s  from  Hay  to  Clifford'  and  on  to  Bredwardine. 

IjLl  those  rivers  so  far  as  their  courses  are  related  to 
the  Rural  District,  ore  unpolluted  rivers,  unsuitable  for  navigation 
and  arc  favourite  streams  of  anglers. 

No  action  was  necessary  to  prevent  or  abate  river 

pollution. 

Closet  Accomi'nodo.tion : 

Pour  vvo.tcr  closets  were  x>rovided  in  connection  vdth  new 
dwellings  under  erection  by  the  Local'  Authority,  and  three  water 
closets  were  provided  for  ther  dv/ollings  under  construction. 

During  the  year,  nine  privies  v/ere  converted  to  pail  closets 
and  tV'ro  privies  were  replaced  by  v/ater  closets.  Also  five  pail  closets 
wore  converted  to  viator  closets. 

The  type  of  closet  provided  for  the  majority  of  the 
inhabitants  is  the  pail  closet  but  the  use  of  x^rivies  is  almost  as 
general. 

Public  Cleansing: 

The  Council  does  not  undertalce  the  collection  and  disposal 
of  domestic  or  trade  refuse,  nor  does  it  carry  out  the  cleansing  of 
ce.sspools  and  privies. 

Shops  and  Offices: 

No  action  was  necessary  under  the  Shops  Act,  1934,  or  und6r 
the  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 


Camping  Sites; 

There  v/ere  two  sites  within  the  area  used  for  camping 
TDurposes  during  the  year.  No  new  licences  of  sites  as  camping  sites 
under  Section  269  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  were  issued  by 
the  Council. 


It  is  estimated  that  the  maximum  number  of  Campers  in  the 
area  at  any  particular  time  during  the  summer  v;as  70. 

Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs; 


No  action  by  the  Department  was  necessary  during  the  year 
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for  the  eradication  of  bed  bugs  as  no  dvellings  v/OxC  found  to  be 
infested.  71ion  such  infestations  are  brought  to  notice,  it  is  the 
practice  of  the  Local  Authority  to  have  the  dv/elling  sprayed  by  the 
Sanitary  Inspector  using  a zaldicide  s]praj/.  'fads  method,  vdiilst 
perhaps  not  being  quite  so  effective  as  fumigation  v;ith  hydrogen  cyanide 
is  attended  T,vith  little  risk.  The  use  of  hyc-Togen  cyanide  is  acconipanied 
by  considerable  risk  to  life  and  demands  a high  degree  of  skill  and  is 
best  left  to  fimis  v;ho  specialise  in  fumigation. 

The  intimate  knov/l^dge  vAiich  the  Sanitary  Inspector 
possesses  of  the  inhabitants  is  a sufficient  safeguard  against  dwellings 
ovmed  by  the  Local  Authority  becoming  infested  from  tenants  furniture. 

Facit.rios  Act;  1937: 

There  are  three  f8.ctories  vdth  mechanical  po’ver  and  tv/o 
factories  without  mechanical  power  registered  v.dth  the  Local  Authority. 
During  the  year,  20  inspections  v:ere  made  of  the  former  and  7 inspections 
of  the  latter.  One  informal  notice  v/as  issued  resxjscting  nuisance  in 
connection  vdth  a ^ail  closet,  and  as  a result  the  nuisance  was  abated 
without  further  action. 


SANITARY  INSPLCTICil  OF  TKT  MIEA: 

I am  indebted  to  Mr.  D.J.  Francis,  :5a.nitary  Inspector  to 
the  Council,  for  the  fol  lowing  tabular  statement  furnished  under  Article 
27(18)  of  the  Sanitary  Officer  (.Outside  London)  Regulations,  1935. 

Inspections: 


General  Sanitation  ...  ...  . . . 

Accumulations  ...  ...  ... 

Animals  . . . 

Bakehouses  

Caravans  ...  ...  . . . 

Conveniences  ...  ...  . . . 

Drainage  

Farms  and  Dairies  ...  ...  ... 

Filthy  and  Verminous  Premises  . , . 

Filthy  and  Verminous  Persons  ... 

Factories  (vdthout  mechanical  -power) 
Factories  (with  mechanical  ]pov/er) 
Housing  (Consolidated  Regulations) 

Housing  ...  

Hoj)  and  fruit  pickers  promises 

Infectious  Disease  

Nuisances  

Shops  ...  

Slaughterhouses 

Unsound  food  ...  ...  ... 

Water  Sux>plies  


Notices  Issued: 


Informal 

Statutory  ro  Housing 
Statutory  (other  Acts) 

Summary  of  Defects  Remedied: 


Drains  Rclaid  ... 

Nev/  Drains  Laid  ...  ...  , , , 

Drains  Cleansed,  Trapped  or  Ventilated 
Defective  Waste  Pipes  Rectified  . . . 
Defective  Sinks  and  Urinals  Rectified 
New  Water  Closets  provided  . . . 

Water  Closets  Repaired  Etc.  . , . 

Privies  Converted  to  Pail  Closets 


1,444 

2 

5 

26 

3 

40 

75 

234 

8 

2 

7 

20 

1,041 

234 

20 

54 

26 

49 

8 
52 
4^ 


39 

1 

Nil 


3 

13 

2 

4 
2 

13 

4 

5 
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Privies  Converted  to  VJater  Closets  -r 

Privies  Converted  to  Cheraical  Closets  2* 

Nev/  gail  Closets  providdd  7 

Pail  Closets  to  Pater  Closets 

Pail  Closets  Repaired  ...  ...  3 

Privies  mid  Ashpits  Cleansed  ...  

Wells  Cleansed  and  Repaired  

Rooms  Idsinfectod  ro  Infectious  Pisea-se  76 

Schools  Pisinfocted  ...  ...  

Public  Vehicles  Disinfected  ...  

IKvelling  Houses  Cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 
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SPCTIOH  D - HOUSING: 

The  year  1946  sav  the  'Council's  first  pest  housing 
scheme  ma.terialise  and  two  dwellings  in  tne  parisn  of  Kingstone  erected 
for  the  Council  by  a contractor  v/ere  completed.  In  addition  a further 
eight  dv/ellings  of  the  Council's  scheme  were  commenced  in  other  parishes. 


During  the  same  period  two  dwellings  were  erected  by  private 
persons,  one  in  tbo  parish  cf  Pctcrohurch  and  the  other  in  Kingstone  -larish* 

Some  considerable  progress  was  made  in  connection  with  the 
Council’s  Survey  of  Rural  Housing  conditions,  up  to  the  31st  December,  1,041 
dv/ollings  had  been  inspected  and  classified  in  the  follov/ing  categories: - 


(1)  Houses  in  all  respects  fit  for  huraan  habitation  = 193 

(2)  Houses  fit  for  habitation  with  minor  defects 

only  = 378 

(3)  Houses  requiring  structural  alteration  or  repair  = 238 

(4)  Houses  requiring  reconditioning  = 172 

(5)  Houses  requiring  demolition  and  replacement  = 60 


1,041 


inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  Year: 


(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  housing 


defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  ...  1,041 

(b)  Nimiber  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  1,062 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under  sub-head 

(1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded,  under 

the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations,  1925  and  1932  ...  1,041 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  1,062 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 
dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 

human  habitation  ...  ...  62 


(4)  Number  of  dv/elling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred 

to  uncLer  the  prccod.ing  sub-hc;ad. ) found  not  to  bo  in  all 
respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  . . . 470 


Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without  service  of  Porma.I  Notices: 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rondcrcci  fit  in  con- 
sequence of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their 

officers  ...  ... 


23 
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Action  onder  Statutory  Po\7ers  During  the  Year: 


(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9>  "10  and  1 6 of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936;  . . • 

(1)  Number  of  dv:el ling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notcies 

were  served  recjuiring  repairs  ...  ...  2 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  v/hich  vrere  rendered  fit  after 
service  of  formal  notices 


(a)  By  ovmers  ...  ...  1 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  def’a.ult  of  owners  . Nil 

(hj  Proceedings  under  Inblic  Health  Acts: 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  r-emediod  26 

(2)  Namber  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied 
after  sei’vice  of  formal  notices:- 


a)  By  ovjners  ...  ...  24 

’b)  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  Nil 


(c)  Proceedings  under  sections  1 
(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses 
Orders  were  made 


1 and  13  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936: 
in  respect  of  vliich  Demolition 

...  Nil 


(2) 


Number  of  divelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 
Demolition  Orders  ... 


Nil 


(d)  Proceedings  under  section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936: 


(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 

in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  vi/ere  made  . . . Nil 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 
in  respect  of  ■which  Closing  Orders  v/ere  determined, 

the  tenement  or  room  having  been  rendered  fit  . . • Nil 


Housing  Act,  1936.  - Part  IV.  - Overcrowding : 

(a) (1)  N'umber  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

(2)  Number  of  families  dv/elling  therein  ... 

(3)  Number  of  persons  d.volling  therein  ... 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrov'ding  reported  during 

the  year  . . • 

(c) (l)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during  the  year 

(2)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  ... 


42 

60 

178 
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During  the  month  of  November,  a number  of  families  moved  into 
disused  army  huts  at  the  Moor  Camp,  Ousop.  These  huts, on  account  of  the 
lack  of  amenities  are  most  unsuitable  for  civilian  occupation  and  could 
not  bo  adapted  for  temporary  housing  purposes  v/ithout  the  e:p>onditure  of 
considerable  sums  of  money.  Novertneless  families  have  remained  in 
occupation  as  a result  of  the  general  shortage  of  dwellings,  and  the 
effect  of  this  was  to  relieve  overcrov/ding  in  six  dv/ollings. 


SECTION  L.  - INSP3GTI0N  3J1D  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD: 

Milk: 

There  wore  375  premises  registered  vd’bh  the  Local  Authority  under 
the  Milk  and  Dairies  Order,  1926,  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  and  on  the 


10. 


31st  Doceraber,  this  numbc^  : ’.toed at  Of  those,  3^5  registrations 

related  to  v/nolosalo  purveyors  of  miib  and  45  to  retail  purveyors. 

There  are  no  x:iasteruisatron  plants  in  the  District  and  no 
licenses  for  the  se.le  of  Pastenaizeo.  Lilk  were  issued  by  the  Local 
Authority. 


Six  sar/rples  of  water  frora  the  sup  .lies  of  registered  premises 
were  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  during  the  year,  and  234 
inspections  were  made. 

Si:;:  informal  notices  respecting  delapidatioCxS  and  cleansing  v/ere 
sent  out  and  in  each  instance,  coiqDliance  v/ith  the  notice  v/as  secured 
without  further  action. 

Ice  Cream: 


No  registrations  of  premises  for  the  sale,  storage  or  manufacture 
of  ice  cream  were  made, and  the  sale  of  this  food  docs  not  appear  to  occur 
within  the  area. 

'Pater  Cress: 

No  action  was  necessary  in  connection  with  the  sale  of  water 

cress. 


Shell  Fish: 

No  shell  fish  are  sold  within  the  District  and  no  action  by 
the  Department  v/as  required. 

The  following  list  gives  the  articles  of  food  fomd  to  be 
unfit  for  human  consumption  and  voluntarily  surrendered 


Condensed  liilk 
Baked  Beans 
Chopped  Ham 
Tinned  Fish 
Cooked  Meat 
Meat  Pies 
Butter  (rancid) 
Cereals  ( daimpnes  s ) . . . 
Beef  (bone  taint)  . . . 
Mutton  ... 


53  tins 
18  " 

6 lbs. 

36  tins 
8 lbs 
26 

114  lbs 
14  packets 
200  lbs. 

2S  lbs. 


No  notifications  of  food  poisoning  or  susnected  food  poisoning 
vrere  received  during  the  year  by  the  Department. 

One  sample  of  butter  v/as  sent  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory 
for  bacteriological  examination,,  and  was  found  to  be  infected  with  a pig- 
mented fupgus. 

With  the  provail3.ng  shortage  of  paper,  the  v/aapping  and  packing 
of  foodstuffs  is,  in  general,  not  altogether  satisfactory. 


CDCTICN  F.  - PPFr^.^AI.jl^fCS  OF  -AND  CONTROL  IN1\.jCTICU.3  DISDASS: 

The  number  of  notific-ations  of  infectious  disease  respecting 
civilians  received  during  the  y^^ar  was  32*  This  figure  is  that  of  corrected 
notifications  ano.  is  made  up  as  shovn.  in  the  following  table:- 
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NOl'TFIlSBLE  DIS;i[AG5  DlTlJlIG  IFAR  1946. 
(Corrected  Notifico-tions  for  Civilians). 


■Disease. 

1 IjxIo 

; I'ems-le 

; Total 

Pneumonia 

8 

5 

13  I 

Diphtheria 

- 

: 1 

2 

jScarlet  Fever 

' 1 

- 

1 

iV/ho oping  Cough 

; 4 ! 

4 

8 

jDysentery 

' 1 i 

1 

2 

.‘Heasles  (oiccluding  rubella) 

! 3 ! 

2 

5 

Typhoid  I'ever 

j 

1 

1 

All  Diseases  ■ 

■ 17  ‘ 

15 

32 

Tho  most  prevalent  disease  v/as  pneumonia,  10  notifications 
of  this  disease  being  received  during  tho  first  quarter  of  the  year, 
and  it  will  be  recalled  that  this  coincides  with  a period  of  cold  and 
wet  weather.  IV/o  cases  of  diiehthcria  v/erc  notified, both  patients 
being  females,  one  being  a child. under  fifteen  years  of  age  who  Imd 
previously  received  prophylactic  trea'bment.  The  disease  was  trivial 
and  the  patient  was  nursed  at  home. 


■Hie  notification  of  one  ease  of  ’typhoid  fever  arose  as  a 
I’esult  of  the  patient  spending  p holiday  at  Aberystwith  and  con- 
suming infected  ice  creain-.  A very  detailed  investigation  -was  made 
and  there  can  be  little  doubt  that  the  infection  was  acquired  in 
this  manner  as  all  the  findings  fitted  the  known  facts.  No  secondary 
cases  occurred  and  the  patient  recovered. 

The  deaths  certified  to  be  due  to  notifiable  infectious 
diseases  v/ere : - 


DBATH3  DUE  TO  INFJliCTIOUS  DISEASE. 


, Disease, 

Male 

Female  . 

Total| 

jwhooping  Cough 

1 

^ j 

1 

pneumonia 

4 

[ 

4 

The  following  table  gives  the  incidence  of  infectious  disease 
according  to  age.  (Corrected  notifications,  civilians  only):- 


NOTIFICATIONS  OF  INFECTIOUS  D35EASE  ACCOfDING  TO  AGE. 


■Under' 


'Disease 


4^+ 

Totals.! 

2 

3 

13 

- 

- 

- 

2 

1 

8 

1 

1 

2 

- 

i 

- 

5 j 

1 

i 

! - ! 
' i 

1 

I 1 

! i 

Lli 

4 

CM 

Pneumonia  i 
Diphtheria  | 
'Scarlet  Fever  i 
'iThooping  Cough  j 
^sentery  ; 
ji'Ieasles  ' 
Typhoid  * 


1 1 1 I 1 I - ' 1 

- I - i 1 i 1 i - 

-J  . ] 1 ! - I . 

- M 1 1 : i I 4 ■ - I '■  ! ■ 


Totals 


2 3 '1  ' 3’  5 ' 6 


Hospital  Treatment: 

The  number  of  patients  who  needed  hospital  treatment  was 
relatively  small,  one  patient  suffering  from  diphtheria  and  one 
suffering  from  typhoid  fever  v/ere  admitted  to  the  Stretton  Sugwas 
Hospital.  This  was  fortunate  as  the  general  shortage  of  nursing  staff 
v/ould  have  been  a serious  difficulty  if  mcjiy  admissions  had  been 
required. 
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Th-e  follov'/ing  table  shov/s  the  incidence  of  infectious 
disease  according  to  j^uarter  for  both  sexes 


Disease. 

1st 

Quarter, 

bnd 

! ! ! 

Quarter!  3rd  Quarter! 4th  'Quarter 

! 

M. 

^ F. 

i M. 

F.  I M.  i 

F.  ! M. 

F. 

Pneumonia 

3 

i 5 ' 

I 2 

- 1 ! 

- i - 

- 

Diphtheria 

- 

! 1 

- - 1 

1 1 - 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

I - 

_ 

1 1 

! - 

- 

t/lio oping  Cough 

- 

! 

- 

1 2 1 

- j 2 

3 

tysentery 

- 

I - 

*■ 

_ - i 

1 

i ^ 

Measles 

- 

i - 

- I 

' “ 1 - ■ 

2 I 

typhoid 

- 

i 

- i 

; „ i - 1 

^ I - 

i 

i ■ I 

Diphtheria  Immunisation: - 

Y/hilst  the  responsibility  for  the’  icrjuniae  ticn 
of  0hildi*en  under  five  years  of  age  was  aso  . i b^  the  Herefordshire 
County  Council  towards  the  end  of  the  yea.r,  this  was  in  effect  a purely 
adrainistrative  change  and  the  facilities  reniained  unchanged. 

Daring  the  year,  56  children  under  5 years  of  age 
completed  courses  of  diphtheria  prophylactic.  Five  children  aged  over 
5 y^ars  and  under  13  yea.rs  of  age  also  received  a complete  course  of 
injections  giving  a total  of  61  children  completing  treatment  during  the 
year.  These  figures  are  somewhat  small  and  suggest  that  there  is  room 
for  considerable  improvement.  It  is  probable  however,  that  a certain 
number  of  children  v/ho  receive  complete  tre&.tment  are  not  included  in 
the  Council's  register. 

At  the  end  of  the  year,  the  register  showed  the  229 
children  under  five  years  of  age  had  received  treatment  out  of  an  estimated 
popula.tion  of  this  age  of  683,  so  that  only  33»5f^  appeared  to  be  protected. 
It  is  interesting  to  note  that  under  five  years  of  age  the  numbers  receiving 
treatment  increased  vdth  the  age  of  the  child. 

The  number  of  children  aged  over  five  years  and  under 
fifteen  years  who  had  received  treatment  shovm  in  the  register  was  805  out 
of  an  estimated  possible  number  of  1,240.  Ihcprcssed  in  another  way  65f  of 
this  age  group  had  received  treatment. 

If  these  figures  are  combined,’ from  an  estimated  total 
of  1,923  persons  under  fifteen  years  of  age,  1,034  or  5h-7fo  had  received 
treatment  by  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  follov/ing  table  shows  the  state  of  immunity  of  the 
child  population  of  the  District. 

nWIISATION  IN  RELATION  TO  CHILD  POPULATION. 


Number  of  Children  who  had  cong)lcted  a full  course  of 

Immunisation  at  any  time  up  to  3I at,  December,  1947» 


,Age  at  31»12V46 

i.e.  Born  in  Year. 

Qnder  1 : 

1946 

1 1 2 
!1945  1944 

3 

1943 

1942 

5-9 

1937-41 

10-14 

1 1932-36 

! Total  I 

j Under  1 3 ! 

Number  Immunised 

1 

i 

1 

' 26  j 56 

63 



84 

[ 

322 

483 

1 ' ! 

1034  I 

Fstimatod 

mid-year 

[population 

1 1946 

683 

1240 

' ! 

1 923  : 

i 

In  connection  v/ith  diphtheria  iinmanisation,  I feel  I must 
pay  tribute  to  the  excellent  co-operation  and  help  which  the  Council,  has 
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alv>''a3''s  received  fro^n  the  n^edical  j^ractitioners  in  the  crea.  I am 
aatinfied  that  without  this,  little  progress  would  have  been  made  and 
also  tha-t  the  f a;  practitioner  is  the  proper  ^-iorson  to  advise  parents 

on  this  matter.  Therefore  1 acknowledge  the  v/illing  assistance  vz-hich 
the  practitioners  have  so  rea.dily  given. 

Scabies 


'Ihore  tzere  no  ca.ses  of  scabies  notified  to  the  department 
and  it  seems  that  the  importance  of  the  disease  as  e.  public  health 
Xaroblem  in  the  District  is  small.  Nevertheless,  it  must  be  remembered 
that  the  disease  is  not  compu/isorily  notifiable  and  therefore  ascertain- 
ment is  somewhat  uncertain. 

Tuberculos is : - 


At  the  end  of  1 9k5  there  wore  AO  cases  of  tuberculosis 
on  the  aegis  tor,  28  pulmonarjz  and  12  non-pulmonar^’-.  During  the  year 
19Ab,  13  cases  were  added  to  the  Register;.  10  puLmonary  and  3 n on-pulmonary, 
of  those,  5 pulmonary  and  3 non -pulmonary  were  wmth  respect  to  novz  cases. 
•Dui'ing  the  3^ea.r  9 cases  r/ero  removed  from  the  Register,  6 pulmonary  and 
3 non- pulmonary , and  on  the  31st  December  19t'-6,  hh  cases  remained  on  the 
Register,  32  pulmonary  and  12  nou-pubuoneiry. 


CiiADS  Ai©  LDRTALITY 


NiiViT  GASPS 

liS 

Age  Periods. 

Respiratory. 

Non-ro sp ir at ory . 

! Res'oiratory. 

Non- respiratory. 

A. 

^ P. 

....  — ^ .... 

r"!?: 

M.  , 

i 

O-f- 

I 

I - ' 

^ _ 

- 

1.- 

- 

i - 

‘ - i 1 ! 

i 

- 

- 

- 

5-!- 

- 

1 

j „ 

“ 

... 

- 

- 

15-:- 

- 

: 3 

i - 

- 

i 

25-h 

1 

! - 

" 

“ 

I 

35+ 

- 

- 

' 1 

- 

•* 

- 

*• 

A5+ 

- 

- 

1 I - ■ 

- 

- 

“ 

** 

55+ 

- j 

! .- 

“ I ”■ 

“ 

- 

! 

- 

65+ 

- ‘ 

- 

i Totals 

- 

. 5 _ 

1 ' 2 

[ 

■ " J 

_ - ] 

- 

C^HJSSS  OP  DFATH, 

No.  ! 

Cause. 

I I' ale 

■ Female 

, Tota,l  ! 

; A ; Ihooping  Cough 

I 

_ 

©T 

i 8 

9 

13a 
b 
1A 
1 6 
18 

19 

20 
21 
22 
23 
28 

31 

32 

35 

36 


Syphilitic  Diseases 
Influensa 

Cancer  of  Ducal  Cavity  and  Oesophagus 
Cancer  of  IJtorua 
Cancer  of  Stomach  and  ipjodonum 
Cancer  of  all  other  sites 
Intracranial  Vasculei.r  Lesions 
Heart  Disease 

Other  Diseases  of  .DeG'oirator3’’  System 

Bronchitis 

Pneumonia 

ether  xles.pirator3'-  Diseases 

Nephritis 

Premature  Birth- 

Congenital  llalformations,  Birth  Injury 
and  Infant  Diseases 
Other  Violent  Causes 
All  Other  Causes 


1 

2 

1 

A 

A 

16 

3 

2 

A 

3 

A 


2 

1 

5 

6 

11 

1 

3 


1 

1 

2 

2 

2 

Q 

10 

27 

A 

5 

A 

3 

A 

3 

1 

3 

8 


A.ll  Causes 


_50 


i£. 


